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Important Dates: 

January 2: New Year’s Day Holiday 
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MISSION FRONTIERS 
Mission Lutheran Church, Las Cruces, NM 

Pastor’s Pen 

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born 

under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 

as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, 

crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir 

through God” (Galatians 4:4-7). 

“What do you want for Christmas?” For some of you, that question will cause little to no 

anxiety. You can easily call to mind a list of suggestions that can spark the creativity of the 

one who asked, guiding them on their way to yuletide shopping satisfaction. If you’re like 

me, however, you can have difficulty answering that question. It’s not that I never want 

anything. There are all kinds of things I want, and most of the things on that list are things 

I certainly don’t need. But my problem is that the kinds of things I want are not always the 

most appropriate Christmas presents.  
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Plus, if I really do want something, I’ll often just save up and get it without considering 

putting it on a list of suggested Christmas presents. 

Thus, I’ve come to really appreciate simple gifts that show that the gift-giver was thinking of 

me without having to worry too much about picking just the right thing. And while certain 

articles of clothing can fall into this category (it’s amazing how useful of new pack of quality 

socks can be), I would have to say that the premier type of gift that falls into this category is 

food. Special Christmas treats are always welcome and much appreciated, whether they were 

given by friends or family. These are the types of things that I don’t often buy or make for 

myself, things that add enjoyment to the season, things that I can be thankful for that 

someone has taken the time to think of me. 

But have you ever gotten a special gift that was truly unique, one that showed that the gift-

giver knew you very well, one that was something you truly needed, one that was of great 

quality and would see years of use? I can think of one such gift. When I was fourteen, my dad 

gave me my first shotgun. It was a pump-action Mossberg .410. Even though it has gotten 

plenty of use over the years, it’s still in excellent condition. And it has put many a squirrel 

onto the dinner plate! (Keep in mind, I am from Arkansas!) 

It has often been said that we have the tradition of giving Christmas gifts to one another 

because of the greatest gift that we could have ever received: the gift of Jesus Christ born 

into this world in order to bear our sins and be our Savior. And that is true. But if that’s the 

case, what type of gift is Christ? He is certainly not the type that’s a special treat, something 

that is meant to be enjoyed for the season and then gone until next year. There are plenty of 

things like that, even in the church. The blue Advent paraments, the candles of the Advent 

wreath, the Christmas tree, the poinsettias, the great hymns: these are all things that we pull 

out this time of year, enjoy for the season, and then put away and wait until next year to 

enjoy them again. 

But Christ Himself is a gift Who is not just for the Christmas season. He is the gift from the 

heavenly Father who knew who we truly are and what we truly needed. Who we truly are is 

His wayward children who have strayed from Him and rebelled against His holy Law. What we 

truly need is freedom from the Law’s condemnation. And so the Father gave us a gift that 

does not run out, wear out, or give out. He gives us a gift that is eternal. He gives us the gift 

of His own Son, born of woman, born under the Law, to redeem us who were under the Law. 

In Him, we have received adoption into the family of God, joint heirs with Christ in His 

heavenly kingdom. 

This gift is not just for this season, or even for a whole year. This gift is not even for years 

and years to come. Rather, this gift is for our whole lives and for the life of the world to 

come. This is the gift beyond all comparing. This is the gift of God Himself. 

This may not always help me answer the question: “What do you want for Christmas?” But we 

can always look at the gifts we do receive, whatever they are, and remember that the gift of 

Jesus in the manger is indeed the greatest gift that we have ever received. Amen. 

Pastor Andrew Cave 
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 As we begin 2023, the joy of our Savior’s birth still fresh in our hearts and minds, 

we grow in the knowledge of our salvation through the hope and revelation of Epiphany.  

Epiphany is celebrated each year on January 6th and the LWML-sponsored “Epiphany par-

ty” is a tradition at Mission.  The gifts are many!  We bring baby gifts to the baby Jesus to 

be shared with new babies through LWML’s Wee Care program.  We have the gift of a 

touching program and delightful snacks we share with one another and of course there’s the 

ever-popular “White Elephant Gift Exchange.”  But perhaps the greatest gift with which we 

leave this program is the gift of a secret prayer partner! 

 Those who have participated in secretly praying for another throughout the year 

grow to “see” a subtle meaning to James 5:16:   Therefore, confess your sins to one another 

and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has 

great power as it is working.  At first glance, you may wonder how this is a gift to you?  

You take time to include your secret prayer partner in your daily prayers.  Perhaps you re-

member them with a card or small gift on their birthday, anniversary, Valentine’s Day, East-

er or Thanksgiving.  Or maybe you just leave a note in their church mailbox to let them 

know you are thinking of him/her and praying for him/her?   

 Prayer is one of those things that later come to us as a sort of “epiphany.”  We realize 

the time we spent praying for another has drawn us closer to our Lord.  We see that secret 

prayer partner as a gift the Lord has given us—a valued brother or sister in Christ!  And we 

grow in our prayer lives.  Indeed, the prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is 

working! 

             

                                            

  

 

“Rejoice always;  

pray without ceasing; 

 in everything give thanks; 

for this is the will of God  

in Christ Jesus for you.” 

1 Thessalonians: 16-18 
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Stewardship 
 
Your Past Does Not Define Your Future 

New Year’s is a celebration of the past and the future. We take stock of the past with thanksgiving 
and sometimes even relief (that it’s over), and we look to the future in hope and anticipation, and 
perhaps with some worry, for what it holds.  

The point is that New Year’s celebrations remind us of who we are as opposed to who we would 
like to be, what we have done in comparison to what we want to do. It reminds us of our 
accomplishments, but mostly it reminds us of our failures. What we’ve lost. Who we’ve lost.  

New Year’s is our own version of Charles Dickens’ classic, A Christmas Carol. And we all play 
Scrooge. We are visited by the ghosts of our pasts, presents and futures. 

St. Paul writes: “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace 
abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every 
good work. As it is written, ‘He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness 
endures forever.’ He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply 
your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every 
way for all your generosity, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God” (2 Cor. 9:6–15). 

St. Paul tells us that the Lord will both supply and increase what we need to give to the church for 
its work in the world. He tells us that this work God does in us will enrich and bless us in every 
way, and through this, will produce thanksgiving to God. With this in mind, here is some practical 
advice to help you take stock of your giving in years past and change what needs to be adjusted, 
improved, or done away with altogether. 

First, attend the Divine Service to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. If you’ve 
not been faithful in attending worship to hear the preaching of God’s Word, to receive forgiveness 
and feast on the rich food of our Lord’s body and blood for the eternal benefit of your body and 
soul, then repent and come to receive the gifts God freely gives. God doesn’t want your money. He 
wants you — all of you (Matt. 22:20–22).  

Second, pray for the Lord’s help. Your right as a Christian is to speak with your Father, the King of 
all creation, freely through His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Go to the throne of grace and ask for 
strength and wisdom to follow His bidding faithfully (John 15:1–16). 

Third, consider what the church is and what the church does. The church is a place of mercy. It 
inhales the mercy of the Father by the death, resurrection and ascension of His Son through the 
preaching of the Gospel and the Sacraments. It exhales this mercy in love toward neighbors. You 
are a member of the church, of God’s family. Thus, you are not only a recipient of God’s mercy, 
but a bearer of that mercy for the life of the world. You spread that mercy through the generous 
giving of your income to support the work of the church in the world, as the Israelites did in the 
Old Testament (Lev. 27:1–34). 

Fourth, take stock of your current giving in light of the New Testament’s teaching on supporting 
the work of the church. Are you giving of your first fruits, taking it out of your paycheck first, or 
does God get what’s left over? Are you giving voluntarily and cheerfully? Are you giving 
proportionally and generously? The Old Testament required a tithe, or ten percent. The New 
Testament gives freedom to be generous, to give more for the Church’s work. Are you relying on 
God’s promise to provide and increase what you need to do His work? If your answer is no to any of 
these, repent. If God gave you His only Son, will He not provide for you all things, even physical 
things? Trust Him, His Word, and heed it.  

Continued on next page  
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So, don’t let your past define your future. Rather, commit for the year a generous proportion of 
your income, which is God’s gift to you for this body and life. 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

January Happenings in the WINGS (Women IN God’s 

Service) chapter of LWML 

All adults (men and women) are invited to the Epiphany party in Luther Hall on Friday, 

January 6 at 7:00 PM. Bring a gift (wrapped but anonymous) and finger food to share. 
A bulletin insert will have more details. 

• All ladies are invited to join us on Monday, January 16th, at 6:30 pm in Luther Hall 

for Bible study and fellowship.   

• Dessert and coffee will be served. 
 

• Quilters meet at 9:30 am every Wednesday in the multi-purpose room of Luther 

Hall. 

 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in January.  

May God continue to bless you.  

January Birthdays 

January Anniversaries 
  Date # of years 

Willett Tom & Roberta 14 17 

Springer Sr. Bradley & Karen 19 43 

Bartels Arlyn & Jean 25 62 

Vance Jim & Chari 26 54 

  Date 

Nicholson Erin 4 

Wood Emma 5 

McCurley Dan 8 

Lujan Al 12 

Nicholson Carolyn 14 

Bonse Sonja 22 

White Kaaren 25 

Amati Loretta 26 

Lorenz Alma 30 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Council Meeting 

November 15, 2022 

 

President Brad Springer called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.  Attending were Brad 
Springer, Wade Echtenkamp, Jacki McCurley, Carol Moore, Pastor Cave, Doug Lorenz, 
Shirley Miller and guest Darci Grothman. 

Pastor Cave led us in opening prayer. 

The minutes of the October 18th council meeting were approved. 

President (Brad Springer):   

Brad set a date for November 20th at 11:30 am for the next voters meeting.  The 
agenda will have the council slate of officers for 2023, Pastoral, lay delegate and 
attesting officers to vote for Synod President, budget update, Board of Elders 
nomination, and the MLS Middle School Proposal. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Cave thanks everyone who helped make MLS Sunday happen.  
There will be four Advent services since Christmas falls on Sunday.     

Vice President Report (Wade Echtenkamp):  Wade is working on putting together a 
slate of officers for next year.  Positions that are not filled yet are:  Lead trustee, 
Outreach head, and School board members. 

Secretary Report:  Jacki McCurley will be unable to be at the voters meeting on the 
20th and will need someone to take notes.  Carol Moore said she would help out. 

Treasurer’s Report (Brad Mueller):  Brad was not present but the treasurer’s report is 
attached.   

Financial Secretary (Carol Moore):  Nothing to report. 

Elder’s Report (Eric Gunderson):  Eric was not present but submitted the elders report 
earlier which is attached.  

Trustees (Doug Lorenz):  Doug said that Jerry Stickles family wanted to thank 
everyone at the church for the service for Jerry.  Trustees are working with the police 
to do a 911 simulation on the campus. 

School Board (Shirley Miller):  Darci Grothman presented a proposal for adding middle 
school at Mission Lutheran School.  She is asking to present the information at the 
Voter’s meeting on Sunday. It was discussed to have town meetings to address 
questions that the congregation may have.  These will be held on December 4th and 
December 18th.   She would like to suggest having a special voters’ meeting on 
January 15th to vote on the proposal.  Carol Moore moved to present the information 
on Sunday and have the voters prayerfully consider the proposal.  It was seconded by 
Shirley Miller.  Motion passed. 

Our next council meeting is scheduled for December 20th at 6 pm.  A special voters 
meeting is scheduled for January 15th. 

Pastor Cave led us in closing prayer. 

Continued on next page  
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It was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  The meeting was adjourned at 
7:43pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jacki McCurley, Secretary 

 

Note: Board Reports that are indicated as being attached are available from the 
church secretary upon request. They are not included in the newsletter in order to 
save space. 
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Report Preparation Date: December 1, 2022

Budget Status:

Budget Actual Budget Actual

      Income:

MLC General $20,000 $24,386 $110,000 $106,036

MLS Total $20,340 $21,385 $102,690 $116,840

Designated / Other $280 $831 $1,400 $3,335

$40,620 $46,602 $214,090 $226,211

    Expenses:

MLC Total $22,087 $22,815 $90,374 $91,041

MLS Total $27,430 $27,258 $134,981 $134,887

$49,517 $50,073 $225,355 $225,928$42,341

Net Difference -$8,897 -$3,471 -$11,265 * $283 *

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY23 (Thru November 30, 2022)

Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $5,000

Average Weekly Contributions Received: $4,820$43

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $106,036

General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date: $110,000

         Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date: -$3,964

Assets / Liabilities

    Fund Assets: E*trade Endowment (as of Nov 30, '22)

Strasser Endowment (as of Sep 30, '22)

Thrivent (as of Nov 30, '22)

TOTAL

    Current Assets: Checking (as of  Nov 30, 2022)

LCEF Savings (as of Nov 30, 2022)

Angel Prog/TA Holding $645

Reg/Tuition Holding $0

Youth Activity Funds $3,766

Staf feldt Scholarship $9,450

COVID Grant $44,063

School Security Grant $18,500

Temp Holding $0

           Total LCEF Savings Available

    Liabilities: None

Comments:

TREASURER REPORT – DECEMBER 2022 COUNCIL/VOTERS MEETING

Mission Lutheran Church and School

Month of November 2022 FY23 Thru November 2022

$103,653

$63,406

$389,433

$556,492

$63,137

$147,097

(minus 

designated 

funds)

$70,673

*  This current fiscal year's budget predicts a shortfall  -$49,930  by the end of June .
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2023 

President Brad Springer Elders, Chairman Eric Gunderson 

Vice President Wade Echtenkamp Elders, Vice-chairman Richard Turk 

Treasurer Brad Mueller Trustees Brad Springer, Sr. 

Secretary Jacki McCurley Outreach  

Financial Secretary Carol Moore Day School Education Shirley Miller 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 

Elder on Call:  
 

We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 

 


