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Pastor’s Pen 

“Now when Jesus came, He found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Bethany was 
near Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 
them concerning their brother. So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met Him, 
but Mary remained seated in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if You had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But even now I know that whatever You ask from God, God will give You.’ Jesus 
said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to Him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes 
in Me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do 
you believe this?’ She said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is 
coming into the world.’” (John 11:17-27) 

I’ve been thinking quite a bit about death recently. That’s certainly not a pleasant thing to say, but 
it’s been on my mind. There are a few reasons for this. Lent is a season of repentance as we 
contemplate our sin and our need for a Savior. We mark the beginning of Lent with ashes placed on 
our foreheads as we hear the words, “Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Romans 
6:23 teaches us that the wages of sin is death. The fact that we are all subject to death is an 
undeniable indicator that we are all under the curse of sin. Another reason that I’ve been thinking 
more about death lately is that Holy Week is soon approaching.  
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We will soon hear once again the account of the Passion of our Lord and how, though He was without sin, 
He took all human sin unto Himself and died the death we deserve. 

The problem of death was brought to the forefront of our hearts and minds this past Sunday where the 
appointed Gospel reading was the account of the raising of Lazarus. The final result of the curse of sin 
was right in front of Lazarus’ sisters, Mary and Martha, as well as all the others who came to console 
them. Indeed, even Jesus wept. John 11:35 is the shortest verse in the Bible, only two words in English, 
“Jesus wept.” The verse is short but impactful. Jesus, the Lord of all creation, the One who said, “Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him” (John 11:11b), the One who knew that in just a 
few minutes He would raise Lazarus from the dead, was still greatly saddened by the passing of His 
friend. Jesus was saddened because death is not natural. This is not what God intended. But because of 
the curse of sin, this is the reality that all of us must face. 

It was only a short time before writing this article that I was conducting a funeral service in our 
sanctuary. The problem of death certainly confronts us during a funeral! A funeral is no time for 
platitudes or half-hearted attempts to lighten the mood. And a funeral is not the time to hold back tears. 
A funeral is a time when the full weight of the curse of sin is on full display. 

Nevertheless, there are few things more blessed than a Christian funeral. Yes, funerals are sad, so sad 
that even Jesus wept. But at a Christian funeral, were are comforted in our sadness. We are comforted, 
not because the pain is fully taken away, but because the promises of Christ are proclaimed. Those who 
mourn are comforted by the promises that Christ has overcome the power of sin and death, that He has 
granted faith to the deceased, and that all those who die in Christ will rise again to new life. 

What Christ accomplished during Holy Week and Easter is made very real for us at life’s end. Christ’s 
atoning sacrifice for our sins and His victory over death and the grave are not events confined to the 
annals of history. These are promises that He delivers in the here and now. We receive the forgiveness of 
our sins and life everlasting through the hearing of His Word, through His Word joined to the waters of 
Holy Baptism, and through His Body and Blood in, with, and under the bread and wine of Holy 
Communion. These are the means by which Christ’s cross and empty tomb come to us. They are the 
means by which Christ shepherds us through our earthly pilgrimage. And they are the means by which we 
are assured that, when this life is done, we will inherit the everlasting life of the world to come. 

Lent and Holy Week is a dark and somber time, a time for mourning over our sinful and helpless state. 
But just as Lent and Holy Week give way to Easter, and just as Jesus’ own weeping gave way to His 
calling Lazarus forth from the tomb, so also do we pass from this vail of tears into the everlasting joys of 
the life which has no end. For He is the Resurrection and the Life. Amen. 

Pastor Andrew Cave 
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Prayer in the Garden 

As Holy Week approaches, the message of John 17 always comes again to my mind.  And that mes-

sage always humbles me.  He has just raised Lazarus back to life; He has been hailed as king with cries of 

“Hosannah!”; He foretold of His coming “hour”; He washed the feet of His disciples; He instituted the 

Lord’s Supper; He was troubled in His Spirit as He spoke of the betrayal by Judas Iscariot that was soon to 

happen; And He went to the garden of Gethsemane to pray. 

 As our Lord’s time of suffering approached, the Haman part of Him he might have been agonizing 

over his coming physical suffering and the more painful spiritual separation from His Father that was a key 

part of taking on our sin!  Yet that’s not what He did.   

He prayed for us!!  

A prayer theme that sticks out for me is that of unity.  That unity is something the prayer ministry has 

prayed for—along with Jesus—since its inception.  And our Heavenly Father has heard and is answering our 

prayer.   As you re-read John:17 below, please join together in prayer for our continued and growing unity, 

as Jesus prayed. 

Alma Lorenz, Prayer Coordinator 

The High Priestly Prayer 

John 17 
 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has 
come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to 
give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you 
gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before 
the world existed. 
 
6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were, and you 
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything that you have given me is 
from you. 8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to 
know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am praying for them. I am 
not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, 
and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, 
and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be 
one, even as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I 
have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled.  

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

Prayer Ministry 

“Built on Christ, we join together as God’s house of prayer 

for all nations.” 
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13 But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled 
in themselves. 14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the 
world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep 
them from the evil one.[a] 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them[b] in 
the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 
world. 19 And for their sake I consecrate myself,[c] that they also may be sanctified[d] in truth. 
 
20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they 
may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that 
they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so 
that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that 
they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me 
because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, even though the world 
does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. 26 I made known to them your 
name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, 
and I in them.” 

 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26763a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26765b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26767c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26767d
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Stewardship 
 

A Better Way 

The most common question about stewardship is not whether a Christian should give to their 
church. Of course Christians should give to their church. Everyone knows this. Rather, the 
question asked most is, “How much should I give?” But this question really means, “Should 
Christians give a tenth of their income to their local congregation?”  
 
Here are some common reasons against tithing. Some say tithing isn’t necessary because it isn’t 
expressly commanded in the New Testament. There is no “Thus saith the Lord,” or “should” 
concerning tithing. Others say that Christians give to their congregation in ways much broader 
than money. They give of their time and their talents, and these together with treasures (money) 
add up to more than a tithe. Still others say that they give of their treasures to other things 
besides their congregation, and they want to support those things alongside their church. And 
then there are those who think Christians shouldn’t tithe because of some fear. They are afraid 
that if they tithe, their gift will be misused, or that after tithing, there won’t be enough left over to 
get the things that they use, want or need.  
 
Here are some reasons why Christians should tithe. Even though the New Testament doesn’t 
specifically command Christians to tithe, the Old Testament people were commanded to. And on 
top of this, St. Paul often describes giving a regular and generous proportion of the first fruits of 
one’s income — terms similar to a tithe (2 Cor. 8:7–23; 2 Cor. 9:2–7).  
 
But here’s another way to think about it. What was the point of the tithe in the Old Testament? 
Where did it go? This tithe was intended to support the ministry of the Levites. They were not 
given any land because they had no time to farm; their full-time job was the ministry. What does 
it say in the New Testament? “The Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should 
get their living by the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). This is the verse that Luther used in the Small 
Catechism’s Table of Duties to explain what Christians owe to the support of the ministry.  
 
It seems clear from both the Old and the New Testaments that the tithe is the goal of Christians 
in their giving. But what if we’re not there yet? How should we handle this? What are we to do? 
 
Let’s answer this by asking a different question. What would you say to your adult children who 
only attended church quarterly or once a month? After all, there is no passage in the New 
Testament that requires Christians to go to church weekly. Hebrews 10:25 is the closest verse 
we have, and it states simply that Christians should not neglect gathering together. And even 
though there is no passage that commands Christians to gather weekly, that is the implicit 
expectation throughout the Old and New Testaments.  
 
So, what would you say to that son or daughter? The conversation might go something like this. 
I’m glad you’re still going to church. It is a wonderful blessing to hear God’s promises of 
forgiveness, life and salvation, and to receive His gifts in Word and Sacrament. But you can do 
better, and it will only be a blessing to you. There is a better way, and I’d really like you to try to 
attain it.  
 
We should approach the topic of tithing with a similar conversation. The tithe is not specifically 
commanded in the New Testament, but it sure seems like the implicit expectation of both the Old 
and New Testaments. So, we’re ecstatic that you’re giving, and that you’re giving in all these 
various ways — time, talents and treasures. But there is a better way. And that will only be a 

Continued on next page  
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blessing to you, just as the Word of God — Old and New Testament alike — promises. Can 
you try increasing your gifts over the coming weeks, months and years? Can you put your 
trust in the God who sent His Son to take away your sin and give you everlasting life? And if 
He did this for you, if He did not spare His only Son, how will He not give you all things? He 
will not disappoint.  

 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

 

 

 
 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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April Happenings in the WINGS  

(Women IN God’s Service) chapter of LWML 

 

• All ladies are invited to join us on Monday, April 10th, at 6:30 pm in the church 

sanctuary. We will begin our project to replace the worn and frayed ribbons in the 

church hymnals.  Bring a pair of sharp scissors to cut off the old ribbons. 

• Dessert will be served. 
 

• Quilters meet at 9:30 am every Wednesday in the multi-purpose room of Luther 

Hall. More ladies are needed. If you can tie a knot, you can help tie the simple 

quilts. If you can sew, that’s even better! 
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in April.  

May God continue to bless you.  

April Birthdays 

April Anniversaries 

  Date 

Dodge Joyce 1 

White Robert ("Quail") 6 

Skelton Marcele 8 

Jakcsy Bob 9 

Cave Emily 12 

Sanchez Tracy 17 

McCurley Jacki 18 

Brennan Frank 20 

Uhde Ordella 28 

Echtenkamp Debra 30 

  Date # of years 

Mueller Brad & Barb 1 34 

Tate Larry & Debra 5 49 

Jakcsy Bob & Ruth 27 55 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Council Meeting 

February 21, 2023 

President Brad Springer called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.  Attending were Brad Springer, 
Wade Echtenkamp, Brad Mueller, Jacki McCurley, Carol Moore,  Eric Gunderson, Shirley Miller and 
Brad Springer Sr. 

President Brad Springer led us in opening prayer. 

The minutes of the January 17th council meeting were approved. 

President (Brad Springer):  Brad clarified that Pastor didn’t know anyone to nominate for the 
LCMS President and Vice President so we will go forward without submitting any nominations. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Cave was not present at the meeting. 

Vice President Report (Wade Echtenkamp):  Wade had nothing to report at this time. 

Secretary Report:  No report 

Treasurer’s Report (Brad Mueller):  The treasurer’s report is attached.  New Mexico has a policy 
that allows one hour of sick time for every 30 hours a person works that is on contract.  Carol 
Moore, Cathy Stegeman, Christine Fernandez and Pam Kell are all on contract so he will be 
writing a policy and keeping records on the hours they work.  It’s getting close to budget time 
and he needs all boards to submit their budget request by April 15th. 

Financial Secretary (Carol Moore):  Nothing to report.  

Elder’s Report (Eric Gunderson):  The elder’s report is attached.  There will be a sunrise service 
at 6:45 am on Easter Sunday.  The Elders will be providing a continental breakfast between the 
two services on Easter. 

Trustees (Brad Springer Sr.):  They have repaired and replaced any damage from our 
neighborhood hooligans.  There are plans to repaint the sandbox and put a new cover on top.  
Doug is working on the motion detection system currently in use on the church structure.  He is 
working with Darcy Grothman from the school on an in-house security system.  They don’t 
anticipate any raise in our current monthly fees. The Trustees will install to cut down on cost. 

Outreach: Sonya Perry sent Brad Springer a text to let him know that she will continue to change 
the messages on the church sign through May.  They will be completing their move in June. 

School Board (Shirley Miller):  The school board continues to get calls for tours and information.  
They interviewed one candidate but she is not really interested in teaching a mixed grade level.  
The Gala is on March 11th.    

Our next council meeting is scheduled for March 21st at 6 pm.   

Eric Gunderson led us in the Lord ’s Prayer. 

It was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:35 
pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jacki McCurley, Secretary 

 

 Note: Board Reports that are indicated as being attached are available from the 
church secretary upon request. They are not included in the newsletter in order to 
save space. 
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JULIETs 

The JULIETs (Just Us Ladies Into Eating Together) have 

set a schedule for the next 2 months. All women in the 

church are invited. And bring a friend! 

 

Thursday, April 13 — Lescombes Winery & Grill 

Thursday, May 11 — Cattle Baron 

We meet at 11:30 am. 

 

So that the restaurant can be prepared, please notify 

either Holly Poppy or Ruth Jakcsy at least 2 days in 

advance if you plan to attend. 

Call or text Holly at (575) 932-8517 

Call Ruthie at (575) 312-6166 
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Mother/Daughter Tea 
 

Becoming Joyful is the theme for our next Mother/Daughter Tea.   
Plan to join us on Saturday May 6

th
, from 1:00 to 3:00 pm in Luther Hall. 

 
Mothers and daughters of all ages are invited. (No formal babysitting  
will be provided.) Bring a friend! 

 
A sign-up sheet will be in the narthex starting April 16

th
.   

Please RSVP so that adequate seating and food can be planned!  

 
Last day to sign up is Wednesday, May 3

rd
.  

Call Jacki McCurley at (575) 202-5955 if you have any questions. 
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TREASURER REPORT –MARCH 2023 COUNCIL/VOTERS MEETING         

  Mission Lutheran Church and School             

                        

  Report Preparation Date: March 1, 2023             

                        

  Budget Status: Month of February 2023   FY23 Thru February 2023     

                        

      Budget   Actual   Budget   Actual     

        Income:                   

  MLC General $20,000   $18,778   $175,000   $183,941     

  MLS Total $18,340   $16,597   $162,610   $171,194     

  Designated / Other $280   $237   $2,240   $3,651     

      $38,620   $35,612   $339,850   $358,786     

      Expenses:                   

  MLC Total $15,384   $14,928   $136,479   $134,122     

  MLS Total $24,530   $24,301   $208,421   $208,780     

      $39,914   $39,229   $344,900   $342,902     

              $42,341         

  Net Difference -$1,294   -$3,617   -$5,050 * $15,884 *   

                        

  MLC General Fund Contributions – FY23 (Thru February 28, 2023)         

                        

    Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $5,000         

    Average Weekly Contributions Received (FYTD) : $5,255         

    General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $183,941         

    General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date:   $175,000         

             Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date:   $8,941         

                        

  Assets / Liabilities                 

                        

      Fund Assets: E*trade Endowment (as of Feb. 28, '23) $103,738         

      Strasser Endowment (as of Dec 31, '22) $69,901         

      Thrivent (as of Feb. 28, '23)   $388,318         

      TOTAL       $561,957         

                        

      Current Assets: Checking (as of  Jan 31, 2023) $108,710         

                        

      LCEF Savings (as of Dec 31, 2022) $147,324         

      (minus designated 
funds) 

Angel Prog/TA Holding $1,851         

          Reg/Tuition Holding $1,125         

          Youth Activity Funds $3,766         

          Staffeldt Scholarship $10,450         

          COVID Grant $44,063         

          School Security Grant $18,500         

          Youth Endowment $25,000         

          Temp Holding – Gala Tickets $1,800         

                        

                 Total LCEF Savings Available $40,769         

                        

      Liabilities: None                 

                        

  Comments:                   

  *  This current fiscal year's budget predicts a shortfall  -$49,930  by the end of June .   
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2023 

President Brad Springer Elders, Chairman Eric Gunderson 

Vice President Wade Echtenkamp Elders, Vice-chairman Richard Turk 

Treasurer Brad Mueller Trustees Brad Springer, Sr. 

Secretary Jacki McCurley Outreach  

Financial Secretary Carol Moore Day School Education Shirley Miller 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 

Elder on Call: Richard Turk (575) 621-3497 
 

We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 

Holy Week begins with Palm 
Sunday on April 2nd. 


