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1 John 3:1-3
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we
are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know Him. Beloved, we are God’s
children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when He appears we shall
be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who thus hopes in Him purifies himself
as He is pure.
There are two church holidays that occur within a day of each other on the calendar which many
Lutheran congregations, including our own, observe every year. Reformation Day falls on October 31st,
which is also known as All Hallows’ Eve, and All Saints’ Day falls on November 1st. Lutherans will often
celebrate both of these days by observing them on two consecutive Sundays.
Reformation Day is certainly a great day to celebrate. We remember and celebrate that God chose this
one particular Augustinian monk in Germany to be the man who, through a careful study of the
Scriptures, would re-discover the Gospel which had for so long become hidden beneath the crushing
weight of human tradition. The message of the Reformation is often summarized in the five solas: Sola
Gratia, Sola Fide, Solus Christus, Sola Scriptura, Soli Deo Gloria (grace alone, faith alone, Christ
alone, Scripture alone, to God alone be the glory). It is the message that we are saved by grace alone,
through faith alone, by Christ alone, who is revealed through Scripture alone, and to God alone
belongs all the glory. This is what we celebrate every Reformation Day.
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But the message of Reformation Day and the message of All Saints’ Day really do go together. The
message of the Reformation is that we are saved by grace through faith apart from any works or
merits on our part. But what are we saved from, and more importantly, what does being saved mean
for us now in the present time and also in the future? Those are the questions that All Saints’ Day
answers.
What are we saved from? We are saved from sin and sin’s ultimate consequence: death. Though of
ourselves we are poor, miserable sinners, Christ has purchased and won us by His death on the cross,
and His blood cleanses us from sin. The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son and comes
to us in our baptism, causing us to be sanctified, that is, made holy. Thus, from the moment of
salvation, we are all now “holy ones;” we are all now saints.
So when we celebrate All Saints’ Day, you and I are included in “All Saints,” for we are all indeed
declared to be saints in the sight of God on account of what Jesus has done! That being said, All
Saints’ Day often has the focus of remembering and celebrating the faith of those who have died in
the faith and are at rest with the Lord. And thus, All Saints’ Day can be a truly bittersweet day: bitter
because we still feel the pain of being separated from our departed loved ones, sweet because we
know that they are now in Paradise with the Lord and we will see them again.
The above passage from the Apostle John’s first letter well encapsulates this reality. (Some
theologians call this the “now/not yet” reality.) John writes, “Beloved, we are God’s children now.”
He says that we are God’s children now. We’re not waiting to be God’s children sometime in the
future. This is a present reality. We are holy—saints—in the sight of God already.
But John also says, “what we will be has not yet appeared.” For those of us who are still in this life,
being declared a saint in the sight of God does not mean that we appear to be saints. We still struggle
with sin. We still struggle with the effects of sin upon ourselves. We appear to be poor, miserable
sinners who are just as weak and susceptible to disease and decay as anyone else. But “what we will
be has not yet appeared.” This is the “not yet” of the now/not yet reality.
“But we know that when He appears we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is.” When
Jesus Christ comes again on the Last Day, the “not yet” will become the “now.” When Jesus returns,
He will raise the dead, and those who believe in Him will be like Him. Just as Jesus was raised bodily
in glory and perfection, so too will we be raised bodily in glory and perfection. All the saints will
stand before the throne and the Lamb and will dwell in the presence of the Lord forever! This is that
great and glorious Day that we look forward to.
Thus it seems appropriate that Reformation Day and All Saints’ Day go together. The Reformation
teaches us that we are saved by grace through faith. We are saved from sin and sin’s consequences.
All Saints’ Day teaches us what this means for us now and in the future. For now, we live in the
sinner/saint, now/not yet reality. But when Christ appears, we shall be as He is as we are raised to
glory and perfection. And that is certainly something to look forward to! Amen.

Pastor Andrew Cave
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Stewardship
What Makes for a Cheerful Giver?
St. Paul wrote to Church of Christ in Corinth: “Each one must give as he has decided in his
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). God
loves a cheerful giver. But who is a cheerful giver?
Abel was. By faith, he gave the firstborn of his flock, and it was acceptable in God’s sight.
Abraham was. By faith, he prepared cakes and a tender choice calf for God and entertained
angels unaware. So also were David and Solomon. By faith, David would not make a sacrifice
to God that cost him nothing, so he paid Araunah his due. By faith, Solomon built a house for
God, where his name would dwell and thereby where He would dwell to be Israel’s God and
they His people.
What more shall we say? For time would fail us to tell of all those who gave not simply for
the joy of giving but for the joy of knowing the One to whom they gave.
So also our Lord, who for the joy set before Him, gave everything – yes, even His life –
enduring the cross and scorning its shame. He gave to the shedding of His blood, willingly
and resolutely setting His face toward Jerusalem to die for the life of the world. Though He
was rich in every way, He became poor, so that by His poverty, we might be rich beyond
measure.
So then, let us like Abel and Abraham, like David and Solomon, and even like our Lord Jesus
Christ, give cheerfully to God for the work of His kingdom in our midst. Like them, let us
decide in our heart for the joy set before us. It’s the joy of knowing the One to whom we
give is the One who gives us all good things.
– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship
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November Birthdays
Date

Pathy
Franz
Reyes
Stegemann
Burns
Muchow
Del Bozque
Monica
Siffring
Tate
Duever
Gunderson
Aguilera
Perry
Shaw
Cave

Patricia
Janet
Karen
Cathy
Rosalie
Charlotte
Jerry
Sawyer
Alvin
Larry
Pat
Fran
Ciara
Sonya
Kerri
Cora

2
4
12
12
13
14
15
15
17
19
21
21
22
23
29
30

November Anniversaries
Date

Lujan

Al & Becky

# of years

8

36

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in November.
May God continue to bless you.

If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore
in the church office.
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November Happenings in the WINGS
(Women IN God’s Service) chapter of
LWML:

•

All ladies are invited to join us on Monday, November 14th, at 6:30 pm in Luther Hall for
Bible study and fellowship.
Dessert and coffee will be served.

•

Quilters meet at 9:30 am every Wednesday in the multi-purpose room of Luther Hall.

•

Upcoming Event
Advent by Candlelight — Tuesday, November 29th at 7:00 pm
Advent by Candlelight is an opportunity for women to set aside all of those preparations and
focus our hearts and minds again on Jesus. It is a beautiful evening filled with Scripture
readings, narration, prayer, optional skits, songs of praise and Christian fellowship.
Hostess Opportunities: Do you enjoy decorating? Volunteer to be a table hostess and we will
reserve a table for you! Many hostesses partner with one or two others to host a table.
Hostesses provide table settings, holiday decorations, candles and a dessert for a table of 6 to
8 ladies. It is lots of fun, and requires only a few hours of your time for planning, baking and
decorating. If you want to host a table this year or need more information before committing,
please contact Jacki McCurley by November 1st at 575-202-5955.
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Need Gift Cards for
Christmas?
Buy them through RaiseRight and earn
money for the school!
The last orders before Christmas are Sunday,
December 4 & 18
Turn in completed orders with checks or cash Sunday morning to
Shilo Smith or place orders online (raisright.com, enrollment code
LFB672A617797).
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TREASURER REPORT – OCTOBER 2022 COUNCIL/VOTERS MEETING
Mission Lutheran Church and School

Report Preparation Date: October 1, 2022
Budget Status:

Month of September 2022
Budget

Income:
MLC General
MLS Total
Designated / Other
Expenses:
MLC Total
MLS Total
Net Difference

Actual

FY23 Thru September 2022
Budget

Actual

$20,000
$18,340
$280
$38,620

$21,724
$19,589
$57
$41,370

$65,000
$64,010
$840
$129,850

$57,978
$76,416
$1,824
$136,218

$18,760
$30,931
$49,691

$16,972
$33,298
$50,270

$51,659
$80,651
$132,310
$42,341

$51,552
$83,274
$134,826

-$11,071

-$8,900

-$2,460 *

$1,392 *

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY23 (Thru Sept. 30, 2022 )
Average Weekly Contributions Needed:
Average Weekly Contributions Received:

$5,000
$4,460
$43

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date:
General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date:
Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date:

$57,978
$65,000
-$7,022

Assets / Liabilities
Fund Assets:

E*trade Endowment (as of Sep 30, '22)
Strasser Endowment (as of Sep 30, '22)
Thrivent (as of Sept. 30, 2022)
TOTAL

Current Assets:

Checking (as of Sep 30, 2022)
LCEF Savings (as of Sep 30, 2022)
(minus
designated
funds)

School Funds
Youth Activity Funds
Staffeldt Scholarship
COVID Grant
Temp Holding

Total LCEF Savings Available
Liabilities:

$102,530
$63,406
$354,122
$520,058
$43,411
$146,974
$312
$3,766
$7,450
$43,080
$800

$91,567

None

Comments:
* This current fiscal year's budget predicts a shortfall -$49,930 by the end of June .
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Thanksgiving Day is
Thursday, November 24th

Mission Lutheran Church and School
2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway
Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081
Church Office: (575) 522-0465
School: (575) 532-5489
Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net
secretary@missionlutheran.net
office@mlschool.net

Elder on Call: Harvey White (575) 640-1110

We’re on the web!
http://missionlutheran.net
http://mlschool.net

Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2022
President

Brad Springer

Elders, Chairman

Eric Gunderson

Vice President

Wade Echtenkamp

Elders, Vice-chairman

Richard Turk

Treasurer

Brad Mueller

Trustees

Doug Lorenz

Secretary

Jacki McCurley

Outreach

Sonya Perry

Financial Secretary

Carol Moore

Day School Education

Shirley Miller
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