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December 2022 

Important Dates: 

December  4: Town Hall meeting 

December 7: Midweek of Advent 2 

December 12: LWML Gathering 

December 14: Midweek of Advent 3 

December 18:  LWML Bake Sale 

   Town Hall meeting 

   MLS Christmas program 

December 21: Staff lunch 

   Midweek of Advent 4 

December 24: Christmas Eve service 

December 25: Christmas Day 

MISSION FRONTIERS 
Mission Lutheran Church, Las Cruces, NM 

Pastor’s Pen 

“But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time He brought into 

contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time He has made glorious 

the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in 

darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light 

shone. You have multiplied the nation; You have increased its joy;  they rejoice before You as 

with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and 

the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, You have broken as on the day of Midian. For 

every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be 

burned as fuel for the fire. For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall 

be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end, on the 

throne of David and over His kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 

righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do 

this” (Isaiah 9:1-7). 
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Once again, the season of Advent is upon us! As typically happens, it seems like summer has just 

ended when, all of a sudden, we look up at the calendar and realize that Christmas is fast approaching! 

The season of Advent is often filled with many and various activities as we plan to celebrate the birth 

of our Lord, the event that is second in importance only to His resurrection. 

Sometimes we might hear someone say, “It seems like Christmas comes earlier every year!” (Maybe 

you’ve said it yourself!) And in some ways, it is true. Christmas decorations appear in stores as early 

as September. Christmas-themed movies are advertised as soon as Halloween passes. And a 

statement from my wife that she has already purchased my Christmas present reminds me of how 

hopelessly behind I am! 

And on the one hand, we can’t blame people for enjoying the Christmas festivities. In this time when 

the days are shorter, the colorful lights that decorate the inside and outside of houses are a welcome 

sight. Special treats like gingerbread and eggnog can remind us of a simpler, happier time. And who 

doesn’t love spending time with friends and family, exchanging gifts and celebrating with special 

dinners? It’s good to spread joy to one another. 

But on the other hand, Christmas cannot actually come earlier every year. While our culture celebrates 

the “Christmas season” beginning anywhere from sometime after Halloween to just after Thanksgiving 

and then ending on the 25
th

, inside the church, the beginning of our Christmas season is the eve of the 

24
th

. Until then, we are not in the “Christmas season.” We’re in the Advent season. And the Advent 

season is quite a bit different than the Christmas season. 

The Christmas season is when we celebrate that “to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given; and the 

government shall be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). But in the Advent season, we are like those “who 

dwelt in a land of deep darkness” (Isaiah 9:2). We haven’t reached the celebration. We’re still awaiting 

the coming of our Savior. 

Certainly, our Savior has come. He was born some two thousand years ago of the Virgin Mary and laid 

in a manger. So in that sense, the words of Isaiah, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a 

great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone” (Isaiah 9:2), have 

been fulfilled. Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, the Light that no darkness can overcome. 

And yet, there is a sense in which we are still living in a land of deep darkness, a sense in which we are 

still “Advent people.” Though Jesus Christ has indeed come into the world, we have yet to witness the 

fulness of His glory. He has yet to come again in the glory of His Father’s angels and set all things 

right. He has yet to bring forth the new heavens and the new earth, where we will no longer need the 

light of sun or moon, for He Himself with be our Light! Certainly we long for that Day. And certainly 

that Day will come. 

But like Christmas Day, the great Day of the Lord does not come at the time of our choosing. Just as 

we cannot hasten the day of Christmas, we cannot hasten the Day of our Lord’s return. Instead, we 

pray that He would hasten that Day! Until then, we wait. 

And as we wait, we truly are Advent people. As we light yet one more candle on the Advent wreath each 

week, symbolizing the Light coming into the world, so also we know that the Light of Christ has come 

and indeed continues to come into the world. As we await His return, the Light of His Gospel continues 

to spread throughout the world, driving back the darkness of sin, and enlightening hearts and minds 

to the saving truth of God’s Word. The fullness of the Light has not yet come; there is still much 

darkness in the world. But “The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

it” (John 1:5). 

And so we see that, in a way, Advent is the season that most closely reflects our day-to-day lives. 

While we live in a world of darkness, the Light is present. While we cannot force the calendar to move 

faster or slower, we know that the Day will come. During this season as we anticipate that great 

celebration of Christ’s birth, let us be Advent people. Let us look forward with hopeful anticipation as 

we continue to spread the Gospel to all the world. Amen. 

Pastor Andrew Cave 
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 It’s easy to get caught up in joy, busyness and excitement as we approach Christmas.  Or perhaps 

we feel the panic, the stress and the loneliness that also can be part of this season.  And yet--we know the 

best place for our focus this season: On our Lord Jesus and our salvation and taking time to nurture our rela-

tionship with Him with study and prayer.  How do we pray?  Anytime we wonder that, scripture is the an-

swer!  For whom shall we pray? Let’s pray for ourselves, those we know and love and those who don’t yet 

know the Lord! Here are a few scriptures that may help with Advent prayers: 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

Prayer Ministry 

In the first week of Advent, we focus on hope.   

Isaiah 2:1-5:  The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2 It shall come to pass in the latter days 

    that the mountain of the house of the Lord 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

    and shall be lifted up above the hills; 

and all the nations shall flow to it, 
3     and many peoples shall come, and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

    to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that he may teach us his ways 

    and that we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go forth the law,[a] 

    and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
4 He shall judge between the nations, 

    and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

    and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

    neither shall they learn war anymore. 

5 O house of Jacob, 

    come, let us walk 

    in the light of the Lord. 

Romans 13:11-14:  11 Besides this you know the time, that 

the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we first be-

lieved. 12 The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So 

then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on 

the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly as in the 

daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 

immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jeal-

ousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

Matthew 24:36-44:  36 “But concerning that day and 

hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor 

the Son,[a] but the Father only. 37 For as were the days 

of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. 38 For as in those days before the flood they 

were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, until the day when Noah entered the 

ark, 39 and they were unaware until the flood came 

and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the 

Son of Man. 40 Then two men will be in the field; one 

will be taken and one left. 41 Two women will be 

grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one 

left. 42 Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on 

what day your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if 

the master of the house had known in what part of the 

night the thief was coming, he would have stayed 

awake and would not have let his house be broken 

into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son 

of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

In the second week of Advent, we pray for peace: 

Isaiah 11:1-10:  There shall come forth a shoot from the 
stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
    the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and might, 
    the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
    or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+2%3A1-5&version=ESV#fen-ESV-17689a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24%3A36-44&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23990a
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    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the 
wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
    and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 

    and the leopard shall lie down with the young 

goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf 

together; 

    and a little child shall lead them. 

In the second week of Advent, we pray for peace: 

Isaiah 11:1-10:  There shall come forth a shoot from 
the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, 
    the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and might, 
    the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord. 
3 And his delight shall be in the fear of 
the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
    or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
    and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, 
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the 
wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
    and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
    and the leopard shall lie down with the young 
goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf 
together; 
    and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 
    their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of 
the cobra, 
    and the weaned child shall put his hand on 
the adder's den. 
9 They shall not hurt or destroy 
    in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord 
    as the waters cover the sea. 

10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a 
signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations 
inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 

 

Romans 15:4-7:  4 For whatever was written in for-

mer days was written for our instruction, that 

through endurance and through the encourage-

ment of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the 

God of endurance and encouragement grant you to 

live in such harmony with one another, in accord with 

Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has 

welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

In the third week, we pray for joy: 

Isaiah 35:1-10:  The wilderness and the dry land shall be 
glad; 
    the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
2 it shall blossom abundantly 
    and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
    the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
    the majesty of our God. 
3 Strengthen the weak hands, 

    and make firm the feeble knees. 
4 Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

    “Be strong; fear not! 

Behold, your God 

    will come with vengeance, 

with the recompense of God. 

    He will come and save you.” 

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

    and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6 then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 

    and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 

For waters break forth in the wilderness, 

    and streams in the desert; 
7 the burning sand shall become a pool, 

    and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 

    the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

8 And a highway shall be there, 

    and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 

the unclean shall not pass over it. 

    It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 

    even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.[a] 
9 No lion shall be there, 

    nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 

    but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return 

    and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

    they shall obtain gladness and joy, 

    and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+35%3A1-10&version=ESV#fen-ESV-18329a
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Psalm 51:1-12:  Have mercy on me,[a] O God, 

    according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy 

    blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

    and cleanse me from my sin! 

3 For I know my transgressions, 

    and my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 

    and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you may be justified in your words 

    and blameless in your judgment. 
5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

    and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
6 Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 

    and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

    let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins, 

    and blot out all my iniquities. 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

    and renew a right[b] spirit within me. 
11 Cast me not away from your presence, 

    and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

    and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

Hebrews 12:1-2:  Therefore, since we are surrounded 

by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 

aside every weight, and sin which clings so close-

ly, and let us run with endurance the race that 

is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set 

before him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 

throne of God. 

The fourth week, we pray for love: 

Deuteronomy 7:6-9:  6 “For you are a people holy 

to the Lord your God. The Lord your God 

has chosen you to be a people for his treas-

ured possession, out of all the peoples who 

are on the face of the earth. 7 It was not be-

cause you were more in number than any oth-

er people that the Lord set his love on you 

and chose you, for you were the fewest of all 

peoples, 8 but it is because the Lord loves you 

and is keeping the oath that he swore to your 

fathers, that the Lord has brought you out 

with a mighty hand and redeemed you from 

the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh 

king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the Lord your 

God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant 

and steadfast love with those who love him and 

keep his commandments, to a thousand genera-

tions,  

Psalm 107:1-3:    Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is 

good,  for his steadfast love endures forever!  
2 Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, 

    whom he has redeemed from trouble[a] 
3 and gathered in from the lands, 

    from the east and from the west, 

    from the north and from the south. 

John 3:16-17:  
 16 “For God so loved the world,[a] that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send 

his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him. 

 

 

“Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give 

thanks; 

 for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

1 Thessalonians: 16-18 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+51&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14693a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+51&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14702b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+107&version=ESV#fen-ESV-15702a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A16-18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26126a
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Stewardship 
 
Anxiety vs. Trust 

Jesus, in His Sermon on the Mount, teaches those who follow Him that worrying about the necessities 
of life is idolatry: worshipping a false god. Worry and anxiety show what we care about. Our anxiety 
reveals what we love and what we’re devoted to. It reveals what we trust in. 

This is why our Lord begins this section with an overarching principle: “No one can serve two 
masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money” (Matt. 6:24).  

But you say: “I must eat and drink. I must have clothing to wear and have a home in which to dwell.” 
Yes, all these things you need. And Jesus says that your Father in heaven will ensure that you have 
them. He demonstrates this with a simple argument: your Father in heaven feeds the birds of the 
air, who neither sow, nor reap, nor gather into barns. He clothes the lilies of the field, who neither 
toil nor spin but are arrayed more luxuriously than Solomon in all his glory. If, then, your Father in 
heaven feeds the birds, if He clothes the lilies, how will He not also feed and clothe you, when you 
are worth more than they are? (Matt 6:25–33).  

Do you know that you are worth more than them? You are worth infinitely more. You are worth the 
price of the eternal Son of God. Did the Son of God come down from heaven and become a lily? Did 
he descend and take on the form of a bird? No! He came down from heaven and became a man: flesh 
of our flesh and bone of our bone (Gen. 2:23). He is one of us, our brother. And what did He do when 
He became flesh to dwell among us? He gave His holy, precious blood, through His innocent suffering 
and death, that you might be His own and live under Him in His kingdom forever.  

God became man in Christ Jesus. He lived the life we failed to live, and He died the death we 
deserved. He was raised again on the third day overcoming sin and death ... for us. He was crucified 
for our transgressions and raised for our justification. So, if your Father in heaven has given His Son 
to die for us in order that we might live with Him eternally, how will He not also give us all things to 
support this body and life?  

To be anxious about the necessities of life, to devote yourself to food and clothing, to care about 
these things and find security in them, is to serve another god. It is to deny that you will live forever 
because Jesus, the Son of God, is risen from the dead and lives and reigns for all eternity. It is to 
believe that the God who created you, redeemed you by the death and resurrection of His Son and 
sanctified you by His Spirit, will not keep His promise to sustain you in this life. 

Jesus says, “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness” (Matt. 6:33). God’s kingdom is His 
rule among us. His rule among us comes when our Father in heaven gives us His Holy Spirit, so that 
by His grace we believe His Holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity. This is 
what we ask God to do for us in the prayer that Jesus taught us.  

Your Father in heaven knows what you need — food and clothing, house and home — and He promises 
to give it to you. Chief of the things you need is His grace and mercy in His Son, Jesus Christ. So, 
seek after that. And those who seek will find. And all the necessities of life, our Lord says, will be 
added to you. 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 
 

 

 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in December.  

May God continue to bless you.  

December Birthdays 

December Anniversaries 

  Date 

Hallem Don 1 

Turk Olga 1 

Lorenz Doug 8 

Eggebraaten Wendy 9 

Spicka Jeri 14 

Turquette Phyllis 26 

Scaling Robert 28 

Vakselis Paul 29 

Lee Johnny 30 

Grothman Sam 31 

  Date # of years 

Spicka Chuck & Jeri 10 46 

Vakselis Paul & Sheila 20 37 

Eisenbraun John & Joanie 31 62 
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December Happenings in the WINGS 

(Women IN God’s Service) chapter of 

LWML 

• All ladies are invited to join us on Monday, December 12th, at 6:30 pm in Luther Hall for 

Bible study and fellowship.   

• Dessert and coffee will be served. 
 

• Quilters meet at 9:30 am every Wednesday in the multi-purpose room of Luther Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

Need Gift Cards for Christmas? 
 

Buy them through RaiseRight and earn money for the 
school! 

 

 

The last orders before Christmas are Sunday, Dec. 4th 
& Dec. 18th 

 
 

Turn in completed orders with checks or cash Sunday morning to Shilo Smith or 
place orders online (raisright.com, enrollment code LFB672A617797).  

 

https://www.shopwithscrip.com
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Voters’ Assembly 
August 28, 2022 

President Brad Springer called the meeting to order at 11:39 a.m.  There were 32 of 51 
members in attendance. 

Pastor Cave led us in opening prayer. 

It was moved and seconded to add in Kathy Mailander and Diane Wensel as voting mem-
bers.  The motion passed. 

Debra Echtenkamp moved and Carol Moore seconded, that the minutes of the June Vot-
ers’ Assembly be approved.  The motion passed. 

The Rio Grande and Pecos zone are being combined to have a pastor and lay delegate 
for the synod convention.  A meeting will be held on September 25th to select those indi-
viduals.  We need to send a lay delegate to this meeting.  Carol Moore moved that we 
have Michael Kaiser be the lay delegate for our church.  The motion was seconded by 
Robert Jakcsy.  The motion passed.  

Reports 

Pastor:  Pastor Cave’s report is attached.  He had an article in the newsletter explaining 
actions that happened at the District Convention in June.  He will be following the pub-
lic school district calendar for the confirmation classes.   

Treasurer:  Brad Mueller distributed copies of the treasurer’s report.  The report is at-
tached. 

Vice-President:  The Las Cruces police have offered to give training for active threat at 
the church/school grounds.  It will be held via a ZOOM session the first part of October 
on a Sunday afternoon. 

Financial Secretary:  Not all counters have been showing up on their assigned Sundays.  
Michael Kaiser and his son have volunteered and are being trained to work as counters. 

Elders:  Richard Turk is the pro temp of the elders during Eric Gunderson absence due to 
recovery from illness.  They approved the release of Jerry Stickles as Elder and have re-
assigned care groups.  Elders are continuing through the theological training with Pastor.  
Currently they are working on researching and rewriting policies in regards to baptisms, 
funerals, weddings and building use. 

Trustees:  They are busy working on just maintaining the buildings. 

Outreach:  Currently doing a fundraiser for Turning Point. 

School Board:  The school has nine more students than last year for a total of 43 stu-
dents.  Thank you to all who contributed to the Apple Tree.  Meals of love service pro-
ject began last week.  Pam Kell is doing a wonderful job with the after school activities.  
School Board report is attached. 

The next meeting will be our election of officers. 

Pastor Cave led us in the Lord’s Prayer. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Jacki McCurley, Secretary 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Council Meeting 
October 18, 2022 

 
President Brad Springer called the meeting to order at 5:58 p.m.  Attending were Brad 
Springer, Wade Echtenkamp, Brad Mueller, Jacki McCurley, Carol Moore, Eric Gunderson, 
Doug Lorenz, and Shirley Miller. 
 
Doug Lorenz led us in opening prayer. 
 
The minutes of the August 16th council meeting were approved. 
 
President (Brad Springer):   
Brad had a few tabled items that he wanted to discuss.  He consulted someone about the 
church website.  Using a third party vendor for contributions to the church would be rather 
costly for what the contributions would be.  We decided to table this item as there is a 
concern that the money is tight in the budget.  Darci Grothman is meeting with someone to 
make the sign for the school.  A date of November 20th is set for the next voters meeting.  
Main agenda item is election of officers.   
 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Cave was not present but he sent in a report which is attached.   
 
Vice President Report (Wade Echtenkamp):  Wade has set up the active threat response 
training for October 23rd at 2 pm.  He will start working on a slate of officers for our next 
month’s meeting.  
 
Treasurer’s Report (Brad Mueller):  The treasurer’s report is attached.  We are at a 
shortfall which will only get worse as time goes on.  Brad Springer will put together a letter 
for the congregation to make them aware of the shortfall in the budget. 
 
Financial Secretary (Carol Moore):  Envelopes have been ordered.  She is thankful for all 
who have stepped up to count each week.  Carol mentioned that she will be out of the 
church office for the next two weeks for surgery. 
 
Elder’s Report (Eric Gunderson):  The elders report is attached. 
 
Trustees (Doug Lorenz):  The report is attached.  It was mentioned that they need to 
measure the distance between pews as some have become rather narrow.  The camera 
drop is being made for the new audio system. 
 
Outreach (Sonya Perry):  Sonya will be done at the end of the year and we will need a 
replacement for her on the council. 
 
School Board (Shirley Miller):  They are exploring possible ways to expand the school.  Drop 
off for the rummage sale starts on Wednesday.  The rummage sale is October 22nd and 
Mission Lutheran School Sunday is October 30th. 
 
Our next council meeting is scheduled for November 15th at 6 pm. 
 
Doug Lorenz led us in closing prayer. 
 
It was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  The meeting was adjourned at 
7:12pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jacki McCurley, Secretary 
 
 

Continued on next page  
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Note: Board Reports that are indicated as being attached are available from the 
church secretary upon request. They are not included in the newsletter in order to 
save space. 
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Report Preparation Date: November 1, 2022

Budget Status:

Budget Actual Budget Actual

      Income:

MLC General $25,000 $23,672 $90,000 $81,650

MLS Total $18,340 $18,689 $82,350 $95,105

Designated / Other $280 $680 $1,120 $2,504

$43,620 $43,041 $173,470 $179,259

    Expenses:

MLC Total $16,629 $16,626 $68,288 $68,206

MLS Total $26,900 $24,375 $107,551 $107,649

$43,529 $41,001 $175,839 $175,855$42,341

Net Difference $91 $2,040 -$2,369 * $3,404 *

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY23 (Thru October 31, 2022 )

Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $5,000

Average Weekly Contributions Received: $4,536$43

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $81,650

General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date: $90,000

         Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date: -$8,350

Assets / Liabilities

    Fund Assets: E*trade Endowment (as of Oct 31, '22)

Strasser Endowment (as of Sep 30, '22)

Thrivent (as of Oct 31, '22)

TOTAL

    Current Assets: Checking (as of  Oct 31, 2022)

LCEF Savings (as of Oct 31, 2022)

Angel Prog/TA Holding $545

Reg/Tuition Holding $0

Youth Activity Funds $3,766

Staf feldt Scholarship $8,450

COVID Grant $43,080

School Security Grant $18,500

Temp Holding $0

           Total LCEF Savings Available

    Liabilities: None

Comments:

TREASURER REPORT – NOVEMBER 2022 COUNCIL/VOTERS MEETING

Mission Lutheran Church and School

Month of October 2022 FY23 Thru October 2022

$99,631

$63,406

$374,575

$537,612

$65,268

$147,037

(minus 

designated 

funds)

$72,696

*  This current fiscal year's budget predicts a shortfall  -$49,930  by the end of June .
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2022 

President Brad Springer Elders, Chairman Eric Gunderson 

Vice President Wade Echtenkamp Elders, Vice-chairman Richard Turk 

Treasurer Brad Mueller Trustees Doug Lorenz 

Secretary Jacki McCurley Outreach Sonya Perry 

Financial Secretary Carol Moore Day School Education Shirley Miller 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 

Elder on Call: Richard Turk (575) 621-3497 
 

We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 

 


