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“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there 
but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower 
and bread to the eater, so shall My word be that goes out from My mouth; it 
shall not return to Me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and 
shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go out in joy and be 
led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into 
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn 
shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it 
shall make a name for the LORD, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut 
off.” (Isaiah 55:10-13) 

 

The above passage from Isaiah 55 is the appointed Old Testament reading for 
Sunday, July 12th. On that Sunday, the Rocky Mountain District (of which we are 
a part) has asked that the congregations of the district be especially in prayer 
for our current mission efforts in Utah. 
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The Rocky Mountain District, like other districts in the Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod (LCMS), meets in convention every three years. One of the orders of 
business is to determine what will be the mission focus for the following three 
years, or triennium. In the 2025 district convention, the Rocky Mountain District 
voted to support mission efforts in Utah with the goal of raising one million 
dollars to support the Utah mission. 

 

For context, the LCMS congregations of Utah are members of the Rocky Mountain 
District. However, there are not very many congregations there. The entire state 
of Utah is considered one circuit. Compare that to New Mexico (and El Paso) 
which has five circuits, and it becomes clear that the LCMS does not have a large 
presence in Utah. 

 

But the LCMS has a much-needed presence in Utah. Most of us are aware of the 
fact that Utah has a very large Mormon presence. This makes Utah a place that 
is uniquely challenging. Many of you are probably aware that the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, also known as the Mormon church, call themselves a 
Christian church. But they are not. They deny the very essence of the Trinity, 
claiming that Jesus is not one with the Father. They speak much of the 
atonement, but very little of the cross, for the cross is a scandal to them. They 
speak of faith, but they seek assurance of eternity in heaven through their 
works. Though they believe they are following Christ, they are lost. 

 

In the appointed Gospel reading for Sunday, July 12th, Jesus tells the parable of 
the sower. In the parable, the seed is the Word. The Word falls on different 
types of soil, and growth is not guaranteed. And so we might look at Utah and 
question if that is the type of “soil” likely to give growth. Certainly Utah has 
many challenges. Utah’s geography with the great distances between existing 
LCMS congregations is a challenge. Even more so, it can be difficult to 
evangelize people who already believe that they are following Christ. Adding to 
this challenge is the pressure that many in the Mormon church feel to stay within 
that church and not fall away. From our human understanding, the “soil” of Utah 
does not look very fertile. 

 

But the Lord does not call us to evaluate the soil. Our task is to spread the Word, 
whether it seems likely or not to us that the Word will have effect. For it is not 
us or our efforts that cause a person to come to faith. That is entirely the work 
of the Holy Spirit, working through the Word. Our task is not to create faith, but 
rather to spread the Word wherever and whenever we are. God gives the growth 
where and when He wills. 

 

 Continued on next page  
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On Sunday, July 12th, we will include the district’s mission efforts in the Prayer of the 
Church. There will also be a bulletin insert with summary information on the Utah 
mission and a link to give towards that mission for those who so desire. Please keep 
Utah and all mission efforts in your prayers as we seek to spread the Word, trusting in 
the Lord of the harvest to give the growth. Amen. 

         Pastor Andrew Cave 
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He is Holy 
He is All-Powerful 

He is Love   
 

                                                                                             

We relish our summer break and take time to: 
“Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” –
( Psalm 46:10)   

And we pause to consider our God in His Holiness, His Majesty and His Power, praying that we 
all in unity of faith grow in the knowledge of these things with His Word as our guide: 
 

The heavens declare the glory of God, 
    and the sky above proclaims his handiwork – Psalm 19:1 

“Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? 
    Who is like you, majestic in holiness, 
    awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? – Exodus 15:11 

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
    worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness. – Psalm 29:2 

And a highway shall be there, 
    and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 
the unclean shall not pass over it. 
    It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 
    even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. – Isaiah 35:8 

For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our 
good, that we may share his holiness. -Hebrews 12:10 

But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so that my name may be 
proclaimed in all the earth. -Exodus 9:16 

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all 
that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are 
exalted as head above all. – 1 Chronicles 29:11 

Behold, God is exalted in his power; 
    who is a teacher like him? – Job:36:22 

Continued on next page  

Mission Lutheran Church and 

School Prayer Ministry 

July 2026 

 

“Built on Christ, we join together as God’s house of 

prayer for all nations.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2046%3A10&version=ESV
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“It is he who made the earth by his power, 
    who established the world by his wisdom, 
and by his understanding stretched out the heavens. – Jeremiah 51:15 

Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, 
and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. – 
Matthew 24:30 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good 
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. – Acts 10:38 

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. – 1 Corinthians 1:18 

 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 
saints,  I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers,  that the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 
knowledge of him,  having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the 
hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,  and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the 
working of his great might  that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly places,  far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 
come.  And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. – Ephesians 1:15-23 

 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled 
with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,  so as to walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing 
in the knowledge of God; being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, 
for all endurance and patience with joy; giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to 
share in the inheritance of the saints in light.  He has delivered us from the domain of darkness 
and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.- Colossians 1:9-14 

We anticipate the next prayer article!  I’m happy to announce that beginning with the August 
newsletter, our Deaconess Emily Cave will take over the writing of the Prayer Ministry newsletter 
article.  Welcome, Emily! 

“Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians: 16-18 
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Stewardship 
 
 Go … Sell All You Have? 

Originally published July 2023 
 

“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” asked the rich young ruler. Jesus said, “You know the commandments.” And 
he replied, “All these I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have 
and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me” (Luke 18:18–22). 

When we hear this story, this question comes to mind: is Jesus speaking to us also, or only to the rich young ruler? In 
other words, is Jesus telling us to sell all that we have and give it to the poor? 

 

As good Lutherans, we answer, “No!” But why? Why should we not sell all that we have and distribute it to the poor? 
The simplest explanation is this: if we sold everything we have, our wife and our children would be neglected. In other 
words, to sell everything we have and give it to the poor would ignore, even abandon, those whom God has placed in 
our care. Our money, everything we have, is not to be used solely for the church. But that doesn’t excuse us from 
using our money for the purpose God intends.  

Everyone has three stations in life, three spheres in which we live and are to be of service to our neighbors. These 
stations are the church, the family and society. We are members of all three of these by birth. We are born into the 
church by water and the Word of God, and our duties to others in the church arise from our Baptism into the church. 
We are born into a family, and our duties to others stem from our birth into that family. Finally, we are born into 
society, which is simply a further extension of our birth into our family. The duties we have toward other members of 
society come from either our own birth or the birth of others into the same society.  

 

All that we have and all that we are ought to be pressed into service for the church, the family and society. If we were 
to sell all we have and give only to one, the other two would be neglected, and we would falter in fulfilling our duties.  

 

So, consider your life and all that you have in light of these three stations. You pay taxes to support and help those in 
society. You save for college for your children, and provide food, clothing and shelter for the members of your family.  

 

But the station that is usually thought of last is the church. Since the needs of the family and society are more 
immediate, the church is often given what is left over. This is not how it should be. Rather, we are to give of our first 
fruits, from off the top, the best, even as Abel gave the best of his flock.  

 

This requires forethought. It means that you sit down and make a plan of what you will give from the beginning. It 
means sticking to it even when it seems that there are other more immediate and pressing things.  

 

And this is all the more necessary now as we enter into periods of time where giving is low due to high unemployment 
or where restrictions on meeting in church limit opportunities to give. If we love God and His gifts of forgiveness given 
through the Means of Grace, which we receive at church and only at church, then we will support it, just as we love 
our country and our family. For all that we have and all that we are is given to us by our gracious God. He spared no 
expense for us and our salvation. He gave up His Son to death so that our sins are forgiven, and we will live. What’s 
more, He provides for all that we need for this body and life. And our lives in this world, among these three spheres of 
church, family and society are to mirror the generosity of the one who gave us life in all three at birth. 

 

Don’t let the church, your divine family, be an afterthought or even ignored. It is nurturing you, bringing you up in 
salvation through Word and Sacrament.  

 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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Time 
Talent  

Treasure 

Divine Service Support—it takes many to make our 

worship time meaningful 

• Greeter (part of Outreach Board) 

• Usher 

• Acolyte/ Crucifier 

• Altar Guild 

• Music – Choir, Organist/Pianist, other music 
      instruments 

• Misc – collecting attendance records, straightening 

pews, sharpening pencils, etc 

• Audio visual – sound and computer 

• Emergency Support 

Prayer Ministry—we want to insure all we do at Mission is 

covered in prayer! 

• Worship – our Divine Service is filled with prayer 

• Intercessors – pray with the pastor, elders, acolytes before 

service and pray for individuals after service 

• Tuesdays -12:30-12:50 prayer for church, school and indi-

vidual needs – pray aloud or silently  

• Wednesdays at 7:35-7:45am – pray with Pastor and 

school staff for school – optional fellowship for breakfast 

out afterward 

• Thursdays – 6:45-7:30am Praise and Prayer Hour via 

Zoom – Four current or former elders lead Responsive 

prayer 2 from Lutheran Service Book, includes open pray-

er and singing (muted ) 

• At home individually – email prayer chain and praying 

with Scriptures from Prayer Ministry newsletter article 

Stewardship at Mission is joining together as a church and school family to keep our church home running and growing as an  

inviting place to worship, grow in our knowledge of the Lord, fellowship together and attract others to know our Lord!  God  

has gifted each of us with time, talents and treasure to this end.  Below are ways to use those talents!   

Which opportunities speak to you?   
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Church Council Officers (elected) 

• President – Oversees business concerns of church and 

presides over Church Council and Voter Assembly 

meetings 

• Vice-President – Assists president, recruits officers and 

Board members and oversees Fellowship and Christian 

Education Committees 

• Council Secretary – Records minutes of Council and 

Voter’s Assembly meetings, maintains quorum determi-

nation and reports from boards 

• Treasurer- Preparation of budget, prepares monthly re-

ports and pays bills 

• Financial Secretary – Maintains scheduled offering 

counters and confidential records of giving for tax pur-

poses; makes weekly deposits 

 

Elected Board Members: 

• Board of Elders – Six or more men are elected to assist 

in leading worship, assist with Pastor’s needs, com-

municate regularly with members and oversee Steward-

ship Committee and Breadbreakers 

• Board of Trustees – Two elected members lead a com-

mittee to oversee building repair and maintenance 

• School Board –Six elected members and Treasurer 

Oversee the direction of our school ministry  

• Board of Outreach – Two elected members and volun-

teer members establish and promote outreach activities 

to invite and welcome new and potential members. 

These include greeters, welcome cards, free Bible box, 

slogans on our church sign and  may include communi-

ty or on-campus events and activities.  Board also over-

sees funding of missions and community assistance. 

Committees: 

• Christian Education – Oversees Bible studies, Sunday 

School and other Christian Education under the guid-

ance of the Vice-President 

• Fellowship Committee – Provides opportunities for fel-

lowship among church family members through regular 

and special events typically including organizing, food 

and/or activities, decorating, etc. Memorial meals may 

be provided following funerals of church members.  

Under the guidance of the Vice-President 

 ROMEO (Retired Old Men Eating out) – men gather 

weekly for breakfast and fellowship 

 JULIET (Just Us Ladies Into Eating Together) La-

dies enjoy  lunch out on the third Thursday of each 

month 

• Stewardship Committee – Leadership and encour-

agement to congregation to share time, talents and 

treasure under the direction of a member of the 

Board of Elders 

• Breadbreakers – Small groups of 6-8 are formed to 

fellowship, share a pot luck meal and study God’s 

Word.  The groups are changed each year to allow 

members to become better acquainted with one an-

other. Group studies are led by qualified men and 

overseen by the Board of Elders. 

 

LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League):  

Women of the congregation meet on the second Monday 

of each month at 6:30pm for Bible study, activity plan-

ning and preparing “Wee Care” bundles for newborns at 

Memorial Hospital.  Other activities include: 

• Quilting –Most Wednesdays at 9 am. Women create 

quilts for Wee Care, homeless, overseas military, etc. 

and some are sold.   

• Missions include support to a seminary student 

through special sales and events. 

• Provides events for congregation such as Advent by 

Candlelight, Epiphany Party and Mother-Daughter 

Tea. 
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Jennifer Diaz 

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in  

July/August. 

May God continue to bless you.  

July/August Birthdays 

June/August Anniversaries 

 Mary Martin July 9 

Susan Weber July 11 

Carol Moore July 15 

Toni Roof July 15 

Ben Wood July 15 

Kenneth Nobis July 24 

Karen Springer July 24 

Karen Jensen July 25 

Janice Pfotenhauer July 27 

Scarlett Vigil July 27 

Benjamen Micklevitz July 31 

Barbara Honda August  7 

Don & Janis Hallem July  17 

Robert & Beverly Scaling July  17 

Geronimo & Socorro Del Bozque July 19 

Harvey & Jan White July 19 

Mark & Amy Krohn July 25 

Ray & Darci Grothman July 29 

Nick & Codie Wolf August 5 

Rev. Andrew & Emily Cave August 8 
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Come and join us for bible study and fellowship.   

We are meeting on July 20th at 12:00 pm in Luther Hall. 

Bring a sack lunch and join us as we dive into the bible study.   

Dessert will be provided. 

 
Monday, July 20th    Bible Study is “Freedom in Christ”. 

 
Hope you will be able to join us.   

Juliets 

All women in the church are invited to our monthly ladies’ lunch. And bring a friend! 

Olive Garden 

100 N. Telshor 

We meet at 11:30 am on July 23rd. 

So that the restaurant can be prepared, please notify Debra Echtenkamp at least 2 days in 
advance if you plan to attend. 

Call or text Debra at (901) 830-7216. 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY MINUTES 

MARCH 15, 2026 
 

President Doug Lorenz called the Mission Lutheran Church Voters’ Assembly to or-
der at 11:45 AM. 
 

Pastor Cave opened the meeting with prayer. 
 

Approval of the December 21, 2025 minutes were first on the agenda. Bob Jakcsy 
made the motion to accept the minutes of the December 21, 2025 meeting as presented. 
Frank Brennan seconded the motion. All voting members present were in favor of accept-
ing the December 21, 2025 minutes as presented. 
 

Doug asked if there were church members who would like to be members of the 
Voters’ Assembly. Gabriella Goodrich and Nova Wood indicated they would like to be-
come voting members. Pastor Cave reminded all present that membership in Mission Lu-
theran Church is a requirement for participation in the Voters’ Assembly voting process. 
Gabriella is not yet a member of the church and therefore may not take part in voting: 
Nova is a member of the church and may participate in the voting process. All voters 
were in favor of accepting Nova Wood as a Voters’ Assembly voting member. Thirty-five 
of fifty voting members were present constituting a voting quorum. 
 

The following reports were presented: 
 

Pastor Cave - See report attached 
 

Vice President – Eric Gunderson reported that the slate of officer candidates for 
the fiscal year which begins July 1, 2026 (and will be voted on at the June, 2026 Voters’ 
meeting) still has three vacancies: 1) Vice President, 2) Secretary and 3) Board of Out-
reach. Brad Springer, Jr, who has been leading the Board of Outreach has indicated he is 
willing to help as he can. Tracy Krause indicated she would be willing to serve as Council 
Secretary. 
 

Secretary – Carol Cooper had no report in addition to the minutes already present-
ed. 
 

Treasurer – The Treasurer’s report is presented as the last note of these minutes. 
 

Board of Elders – Richard Turk reported that the “medical” and “security” teams 
are in place; Doug Lorenz added that the Elders will be issued camera/computer equip-
ment. 
 

Trustees – Brad Springer, Sr. reported that we have had plumbing issues; the drains 
affected seem to be working fine now. He is investigating security options but so far has 
found them to be expensive. 
 

Outreach – Doug noted that we still need an “Outreach Coordinator.” 
 

School Board – See report attached 
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President – Doug Lorenz reported that 1) We still need an Outreach Coordinator. 2) Vaca-

tion Bible School will be June 22-June 26. 
 

Megan Wood presented the Mission Lutheran School Budgets proposed for school years 
2026-2027 thru 228-2029 reflecting increase in student numbers to 68 students, increase in tui-
tion of $200/year and addition of Kindergarten curriculum. Megan also observed that Vacation 
Bible School draws attention to Mission Lutheran School; we will be having Vacation Bible 
School this summer in June. 
 

Treasurer – See financial report attached. The Treasurer’s report was the last report and 
discussion of the Voters’ Meeting. In order to prepare and present the budget for the Fiscal 
Year which begins July 1, 2026, a “Budget Committee” and an “Endowment Committee” were 
formed: Alma Lorenz, Karen Springer, Mark Krohn and Frank Brenned will serve on the Budget 
Committee, and Ken Martin, Elaine Graff and Dan McCurley will serve on the Endowment Com-
mittee. (Prior to “Covid,” these committees functioned to inform the Budget process.)  
 

The next Voters’ Assembly will be on June 17, 2026 for the purpose of electing officers 
and adopting the financial budget for the fiscal year which will begin on July 1, 2026 and end 
June 30, 2027. 
 

There being no further business, Doug asked for a motion to adjourn. Alma Lorenz made 
the motion to adjourn, and Jacki McCurley seconded the motion; all were in favor, and the 
meeting was adjourned at 12:50 PM. 
 

Respect submitted, 
 
 

Carol L. Cooper, Secretary 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH and SCHOOL  
Treasurer's Report 

Finance year 2026, June 

                 

Report Preparation Date: Jul 1, 2026 

                 

Budget Status: 
Month of 
Jun '26    

Month of Jun 
'26   FY26 thru Jun '26  FY26 thru Jun '26  

                 

  Actual    Budget    Actual    Budget   

                

Church Income:  33,784.41    35,475.00    573,164.82    461,000.00   

Church Expense:  30,149.52    17,513.31    230,840.42    235,829.55   

Church Net In-
come:  3,634.89    17,961.69    342,324.40    225,170.45   

                 

Church Net In-
come:  3,634.89    17,961.69    342,324.40    225,170.45   

School Income:  36,491.17    883.26    382,947.32    354,125.00   

School Expense:  40,126.06    45,359.38    567,844.56    585,791.39   

Thrivent Funds Ef-
fect*:  0.00    -26,514.43    157,427.16    -6,495.94   

                 

* Funds taken from Thrivent in Jun:            
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*Generated via spreadsheet 

Investments & Assets / Liabilities 
D-Designated      R-Restricted 

Investments:  Mission Lutheran Church Fund  
(Morgan Stanley / E-

Trade)  D 142,959.64  

  Mission Lutheran Endowment Fund  
(Strasser/American 

Century)  R 94,457.82  

  Duever School Endowment Fund  (Thrivent)  R 426,982.73  

  Mission Lutheran School Investment Fund  (Thrivent)  D 217,378.36  

  MLC Youth Development CD  (LCEF)  D 14,111.32  

  All Access Savings - Rainy Day  (LCEF)  D   

      TOTAL        895,889.87  

                

 Current Assets: BMO Checking    92,580.58     

   All Access Savings - Rainy Day   202,346.51     

                

      Youth Activity Fund    3,765.57  D   

      Youth Engagement Fund    12,500.00  D   

     MLS Reg/Tuition Holding    3,575.20  D   

     Angel Scholarship Program    13,894.12  D   

  minus   COVID Grant    1,491.31  R   

  Dedicated   Apple Tree Donations    321.13  D   

  
Funds   Emergency Tuition Assist.    5,850.00  D   

     School Security Grant    7,997.68  R   

     Liquidated Thrivent Funds    51,475.14  D   

     Coats for Kids    0.00  D   

     Staffeldt Scholarship Fund    9,377.00  D   

     Temporary Holding    0.00  D   

  
   Trustee Projects Fund    7,175.07  D   

                

 Total Checking Available After Dedicated Funds    177,504.87     
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Sunday School resumes August 9, 2026. YAY! 

 

There will be a Sunday School Teacher meeting on 

Saturday, July 18th at 1:00 pm in Luther Hall. 

 

Thank you to all the wonderful teachers for your 

commitment and dedication to our children! 
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 VBS UPDATE 

 
About 9 months ago, the idea of having a VBS at our church was kicked around a little, and 
there was a general consensus that it would be nice to have one again; especially  since we 
haven’t had a VBS since 2019. 
 
From that, and with all of the past information for VBS’s from Ms. Shilo Smith, it began to take 
shape.  And to make a very long story short, thanks to Our God of Details, it DID take place 
June 22-26.  Even though those days were some of the hottest days we’d had so far, we still 
had 30 children attend our VBS and they really enjoyed the whole VBS experience.   
We had 5 groupings of kids:  Ages: 3&4, 5&6, 7, 8 & 9+.  Each had a leader and a least 1 assis-
tant. 
 
For all of this to take place, there had to be a ton of volunteers.  A great majority of the volun-
teers had never participated in the operation of VBS…and it IS quite an operation and along 
with a lot of preplanning, it took time to prepare everything and to ‘work out all  of the bugs,’ 
to make it happen. 
 
Ephesians 4: 12  “..to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ,…”  That’s EXACTLY what happened…God ‘equipped the servant’ for each and every as-
pect of the job.  Everyone, no matter how far out of their comfort zone they were…did a FAN-
TASTIC job in helping all of those little ones, learn about the 3 Kings coming to see baby Jesus, 
the man being lowered through the roof by his friends for healing, Jesus feeding the 5000+, Je-
sus’ rising out of the tomb and Jesus walking with 2 of His disciples on the road to Emmaus. 
 
These volunteers should be an example to all who attend our church, that when God’s work 
needs to be done, even though we may not know exactly how to do that, that He will, indeed, 
equip the servant to do that job.  I know it was a ‘step in faith’ for our 38 volunteers to take, 
not  knowing what they were getting into, exactly, but they saw a job that needed to be done 
and they prayed about it and swallowed their fear and did it anyway.  (by the way, we had a 
couple of volunteers from other churches step up and help us also) 
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Our theme was CELEBRATE THE SAVIOR and each day consisted of and Opening with the 
Pastor and Jacki conducting a short chapel, then the children went to different rooms and 
areas of out campus to hear storytelling for that day’s verse, Bible study, music, crafts, 
playground, and snacks designed specifically for that Bible verse.  All of these activities, 
with the exception of ‘playground,’ were specifically tailored to that particular day’s Bible 
verse. 
 

 
The playground area was where they could play and run off a little steam.  Even though 
the weather was hot, the kids enjoyed the ‘water misters’ under our playground shade and 
the ‘spray down station and ice water.   
 
Everyday, when they left VBS, they had a sheet of paper to show their families on “WHAT I 
LEARNED TODAY” so they could share their experience with their families.  
 
I’m sure they will all agree.  It was such an exciting and rewarding time with these little 
children.  They were shown Jesus’ love for them, both through the volunteers and through 
the Bible verses.  We planted little seeds of Jesus’  love for them and now we let the Holy 
Spirit do His job in their lives and those around them. 
 
To sum things up, we have several committees, boards, etc. for our church and school and 
they are always in need of volunteers.  These VBS volunteers are the perfect example for 
the rest of us here at MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL.  When they saw a need…
they volunteered, whether they knew they had the skills to do that job or not.  After 
prayerfully considering each job, they trusted that the Lord would  ‘equip the servant.’ 
 
Let’s follow their lead!  Let’s let God help us overcome our fear or any other obstacle that 
stops us and serve Him with joy! 
 
Thanks again to all of the VBS volunteers and I hope and pray that we will have a VBS next 
year also. 
 
God’s Peace, 
Doug Lorenz 
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July, 2026 

 

We begin a new year of Outreach from Mission Lutheran Church and School!  
The Outreach Board has many tasks, several helpers and lots of big ideas!  We will 
outline some of our current activities and our focus for the upcoming year.  We 
would love to have more helpers, more ideas and more enthusiasm for our grow-
ing Mission’s mission. 

We currently welcome and greet visitors at the door and in the sanctuary by 
many.  We manage messages on our sign for those driving down Roadrunner, stock 
our free Bible Box and lead activities to reach out to our main mission:  Mission 
Lutheran School.  While churches find many ways to reach out with the gospel 
from street evangelism to prayer tents, our main focus is our school.  We have a 
built-in place to model the love Christ has shown us to our students and their 
families. 

We will be planning a “Welcome back to School” event for students along 
with the school board and staff.  We are looking for 50 volunteers to pair with our 
50 students.  It will involve praying for your student and perhaps sending notes of 
encouragement and greetings for special occasions. 

Another activity we wish to bring back is visits to our church visitors, those 
hospitalized and shut-ins, and perhaps providing meals for those who are recover-
ing.  While we don’t wish to lessen the main focus of our school, we will also look 
at other Outreach ideas as we gather the helpers to execute the ideas! 

Are you feeling a tug of excitement about being part of these exciting en-
deavors?  Please chat with Alma Lorenz or Carol Cooper and we will notify you of 
an upcoming gathering to plan activities for  the new fiscal year! 

 

“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through 
us.  We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” – 2 Corinthians 
5:20 
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2025-26 

President Doug Lorenz Elders, Chairman Richard Turk 

Vice President Jace Melton Elders, Vice-chairman Nathan Graff 

Treasurer Brad Mueller Trustees Brad Springer, Sr. 

Secretary Tracy Krause Outreach Alma Lorenz 

Financial Secretary Dustin Villarreal Day School Education Karen Springer 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

Elder on Call:  Richard Turk  (575) 621-3497 
 

We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 


